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Kiwanis Club of Bethesda Scholarships 
 

 The Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the 

world one child and one community at a time. The Kiwanis Club of Bethesda is a civic 

organization membership club that has been serving the community since 1945 and is 

the oldest Kiwanis Club in Montgomery County, MD.  The Kiwanis Club of Bethesda 

along with the Bethesda Foundation, Inc. have been  involved with JLG-RICA for 

more than 20 years! The amazing dedication that the club has provided to our      

program and mission is outstanding. They have hosted several Bingo Nights for our 

students along with prizes for the evening events.  The club members have also  

donated school supplies and welcome bag items to support the individual needs of our 

students. 

  Each year The RICA Association, Inc. submits a request 

to The Kiwanis Club of Bethesda’s grant committee asking for 

a donation to our annual scholarship program. Over the years, 

The RICA Association, Inc. has been granted, without        

hesitation, the funds to support this scholarship program. 

This past year was just a little different. To our surprise, the 

Kiwanis Club tripled the amount we requested. We were so 

elated! The cost of living expenses and the cost of college  

tuition are overwhelming for graduates. This generous        

donation has helped to alleviate some of that stress.   

                                                                                                    Continued on page 4   
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Great Start to the School Year! 

 I was very proud to be appointed as the principal of 

JLG-RICA on July 31, 2017. Along with the leadership team, 

we worked very hard to prepare to have a great start to the 

school year. And what an exciting beginning to the school year 

we’ve had! We planned a very structured pre-service for our 

teachers and paraeducators to prepare them for teaching and 

leading our students, and had our teachers go on a selfie 

scavenger hunt around our facility when they returned on   

August 22nd. After 10 days of professional learning and  

planning, we welcomed our students on September 5th, and 

have been having engaging teaching and learning across our   

building ever since! 

 Now that the first month of our school year is over, we have seen that our students have 

been accessing instruction at a very high level. We are very happy to be able to give our      

students the opportunity to have a Chromebook at their disposal for the entirety of the school 

day. Students have been accessing Academic Support at lunchtime, and our middle school    

students have been enjoying different movie incentives during their lunch times. Each week 

thus far, I’ve been able to get into many classrooms, and watch our students succeeding at 

very high levels. One of the things that I enjoy most is taking pictures of students learning, and 

sending pictures to parents so that they can see their students engaged in learning.  

 

 While I know there will be many challenges to come, I can say that we have had an   

outstanding beginning of the year, and look forward to continued success! Enjoy some of the 

pictures from our teacher’s selfie scavenger hunt! 

By: Mr. Joshua Munsey  

JLG-RICA Principal    
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JLG-RICA Triennial,  
2017-Joint Commission Survey 
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JLG-RICA remains fully accredited 
by the Joint Commission (JC)  

until 2020. 

By: Sharon McAlister, M.S. 
Director, Performance Improvement 

 The John L. Gildner, Regional Institute for Children and Adolescent (JLG-RICA) had its’ 

triennial (3-year) Joint Commission (JC) Survey, which began on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 

through Friday, September 22, 2017. The survey was scheduled by Joint Commission on Friday, 

September 8, 2017, 10-days in advance of the start date, without JLG-RICA having prior 

knowledge of the scheduled event.  

 The assigned surveyor was, J. Charles “Chuck” Ross, a licensed Independent Social 

Worker (LISW), Professional Clinical Counselor - Supervising (PCC-S), and a Licensed              

Independent Chemical Dependency Counselor (LICDC) from Ohio. Mr. Ross has an extensive    

professional background, to include providing training and coaching for over a decade on     

process improvement for NIATx, a program out of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The  

program provides research, promising practices and innovative tools for behavioral health care 

organizations across the country to improve access, retention and treatment outcomes. He has 

worked in the Behavioral Health field since 1980. 

 The survey process and methodology entailed the use of a new transformative approach 

for identifying and communicating risk levels associated with deficiencies cited during surveys. 

This approach is referred to as the Survey Analysis for Evaluating Risk (SAFER Matrix). The   

matrix was introduced to Hospitals and Behavioral Health Care facilities by the Joint              

Commission in January 2017. A tracer methodology was used by the surveyor, which is the   

cornerstone of the survey, to learn about the quality and levels of care provided by JLG-RICA’s 

staff to the client. Additional information related to risk provided by the SAFER Matrix helps    

organizations prioritize and focus corrective actions. 

 During the patient tracer portion of the survey, Mr. Ross had an opportunity to meet with 

a parent who was present for the admission of his daughter. The following are reports of some 

of the feedback provided to Mr. Ross by the parent. “The intake was smooth and easy. I            

appreciate the acceptability of staff. I appreciate the structure and kind environment.” 

 JLG-RICA did not obtain any citations that directly impacted the quality and level of care 

provided to the population we serve. Mr. Ross provided insightful feed back to JLG-RICA        

pertaining to the level and quality of care the staff provides daily. Of great importance Mr. Ross 

recognized the complexities of the work we do at JLG-RICA by stating “the work you do is       

awfully hard and awfully complex. Great job, good survey.”  In addition, the Research                 

department was commended for their efforts and use of data collection with Mr. Ross stating 

“good research outcomes.”  



Save The Date! 

 

23rd Annual 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 The RICA Association and the Kiwanis Club of Wheaon-Silver Spring were 

happy to host the 23rd Annual FORE...the Children Golf Tournament at     

Argyle Country Club this past summer. 

 We had a rainy start to the day but 

players made the best of a day on the golf 

course.  As the day went on, the rain let up 

and the sun came out to dry off the players 

and the course. It was great to see returning 

players along with the new players having a     

wonderful time. 

 The fun continued with dinner 

from Outback Steakhouse from Silver 

Spring, MD.  Many non-golfers joined us 

to enjoy the evening events. The room 

was filled with laughter, silent auction 

bids, raffle prizes and awards.  

 We couldn’t have done it without you! We would like to extend our most heartfelt 

thanks to all the players, sponsors, volunteers, and guests who made this tournament 

possible! We can’t wait to see you next year!  

24th Annual FORE...The Children Golf Tournament  

Monday, June 11, 2018 at 12: 00 PM  

-at the- 

Argyle Country Club 

Silver Spring, MD 
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WELCOME  OUR  

NEW ADMINISTRATORS 
 The 2017-2018 school year is off to a great start!  Staff members have been hard at work 

preparing and planning for the start of school and the arrival of our students. We are looking   

forward to working  together as a team to provide our students the very best educational         

experience. JLG-RICA would like to welcome our new Chief Operating Officer, Mr. James          

Polimadei, School Principal, Mr. Joshua Munsey, and new Vice Principal, Mr. Gabriel Bellagamba. 

 Mr. James Polimadei is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) at the       

JLG-RICA Rockville facility. While still working on his Bachelors in        

Psychology at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, Mr. Polimadei started   

working at JLG-RICA in 1994 as a part-time summer and contractual staff.  

In 1997, he became full-time and worked as a unit counselor. In 2001 he 

was promoted to a Unit Coordinator, where he supervised and ran the 

high school male unit. A decade later, in 2011, Mr. Polimadei further    

advanced by accepting a Residential Coordinator position, one in which he 

assists the Director of Nursing in helping to manage the cottage milieu.   

 In October of 2016, he was promoted to the Chief Operating      

Officer, where he oversees facility wide support operations and         

management. Mr. Polimadei’s passion and drive to help students, families, 

and staff get the most out of our program, is what has been important to 

him in his career. Mr. Polimadei is happily engaged to his soon to be wife 

whom, they share two wonderful boys together. 

    Mr. Joshua Munsey is the proud Principal of JLG-RICA. Prior 

to becoming the principal, he served as an Assistant Principal at 

Wheaton High School, and at JLG-RICA. He holds a Bachelor’s    

Degree from the University of Maryland in English Literature, a  

Master’s Degree from The Johns Hopkins University in Special     

Education, and his administrative certificate from McDaniel College.  

 Mr. Munsey joined JLG-RICA after serving as the Resource 

Teacher for Special Education at Clarksburg High School. Prior to 

that, he was a special education teacher, football and wrestling 

coach at both Clarksburg High School and Wheaton High School. He 

also has been a para-educator at Wheaton High School and at    

JLG-RICA. Mr. Munsey and his wife have three children.  

Mr. Joshua Munsey  

JLG-RICA Principal    

Mr. James Polimadei,  

Chief Operating Officer 

Continued on page 6 



Kiwanis Club of Bethesda Scholarships 
Continued from cover page   

   JLG-RICA’s graduation ceremonies take place in the John L. Gildner Gymnasium 

each year where the scholarships are awarded to graduates and alumni alike. It is our 

honor that the Bethesda Kiwanis Foundation President attends graduation and          

personally awards each recipient of the Bethesda Kiwanis Scholarship their award    

letter. This makes graduation even more special to our students, staff and parents.  

Thank you Mr. Richard Ruprecht, Bethesda Kiwanis Foundation President, for attending 

our graduation! 

 The Kiwanis Club of Bethesda and The Bethesda 

Foundation, Inc. have granted over $170,000 to our    

graduates and alumni over the past 20+ years! JLG-RICA 

staff, students and parents would like to say THANK YOU 

from the bottom of our hearts for your continued support 

of our facility and scholarship program! Many of these 

graduates and alumni wouldn’t have the opportunity to     

attend college without your incredible dedication and         

donations to the scholarship program.  
Graduate and  

Mr. Richard Ruprecht 
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 Mr. Gabriel Bellagamba is beginning his forth year as an  

administrator, has been an educator for over 13 years, and 

holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology, a Master of 

Arts Degree and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study in 

School Psychology from Towson University.  He received a 

Graduate Certificate in Educational Supervision and              

Administration from Johns Hopkins University.   

 He is the former Assistant Principal of Burning Tree Elementary School and Rolling   

Terrace Elementary School. Before becoming an administrator, Mr. Bellagamba served as a 

school psychologist for the Mark Twain School, The Emotional Disabilities Unit, and the Carl 

Sandburg Learning Center.  He and his wife are the proud parents of their 6 and 3 year old 

sons.  

Mr. Gabriel Bellagamba 

 Assistant Principal  

WELCOME  OUR  NEW ADMINISTRATORS 
 

Continued from page 5 



 The extended summer schedule this year 

presented a new challenge regarding planning and 

scheduling, but never the less was a successful and 

fun-filled summer for JLG-RICA students. On     

behalf of the students and staff, I’d like to thank 

The RICA Association for providing the funding 

that afforded our students these exciting          

opportunities.   

By: Jeff Hess 
Coordinator of Residential Activities 

Summer Excitement 

 During the summer breaks, they enjoyed a   

camping trip to Jellystone Campground in Hagerstown, 

a Frederick Keys baseball game, Six Flags Amusement 

Park, Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Fitness for Health, 

The National Zoo, Monster Mini-Golf, ice skating, and 

a visit to the Montgomery County Fire & Rescue    

training academy to name several highlights.  

 As the summer enrichment program took place, 

students took part in cooking groups featuring foods 

from diverse cultures, knitting provided by the     

awesome ladies from Project Knitwell, improv comedy 

led by comedian Mike Black, weekly pet therapy by 

People Animals Love, hiking and swimming at        

Greenbriar and Cunningham Falls State Parks,      

swimming at the Rockville pool, and an exciting game 

of bubble ball soccer! We look forward to new         

opportunities and adventures for summer 2018! 7 

“What a great view!” 

Working hard with this project! 

Bubble Ball Fun! 



Chilean Universities Visit JLG-RICA 

 

 During the month of March of 2017, Dr. Maria Jose Baker and Dr. Rocio       

Caceres, third year child psychiatry fellows of University of Valparaiso, came to    

JLG-RICA. This is the fifth year of interchange between Child Psychiatry             

Institutions in the Washington DC area and the University of Valparaiso, Chile.     

Additionally, this year we had an exchange for the first time with The University of 

Coimbra in Portugal, Dr. Rita Goncalves, 4th year child psychiatry fellow of University 

of Coimbra spent two weeks rotating at JLG-RICA during the month of June, 2017   

Under the leadership of Drs. Parada and Edelson, all the child psychiatry fellows 

spent time at JLG-RICA in Rockville, Maryland, Children’s National Medical Center 

and the Child Psychiatry and Adolescent Section at Georgetown University Hospital.  
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Left to Right: Dr. Maria Jose Baker , Dr. Rocio     

Caceres and Dr. Rita Goncalves  

 While at JLG-RICA, they learned  

about the day treatment and residential  

treatment programs.  The rest of the week 

included meeting with treatment teams and 

observing patients at JLG-RICA. They also 

received lectures from different JLG-RICA 

staff on topics such as trauma-informed 

care, DBT, residential life at JLG-RICA,  

family therapy, expressive therapy, and    

psychological  testing at JLG-RICA. 

 By all accounts, Drs. Baker, Caceres and Goncalves had a wonderful time in 

Washington. This is the fifth year of successful continued exchange between 

our Chilean child psychiatry colleagues from the University of Valparaiso and 

JLG-RICA and we welcomed the new exchange with our colleagues from Portugal.  

 

                              By: Dr. Hector Parada 



Calendar of 

Events  
 

November 9, 2017 
1st Marking Period Ends 

Half Day-School  
 

November 10, 2017 
Half Day-School (K-8) 

 
November 10, 2017 

Veteran’s Day (Observed) 
CLOSED-State 

Half Day-School (K-8) 
 

November 22, 2017 
Half Day-School 

Report Cards 
 

November 23, 2017 
Thanksgiving Day 

CLOSED-State & School 
 

November 24, 2017 
American Indian  

Heritage Day 
CLOSED-State & School 

 
December 25, 2017 

Christmas Day 
CLOSED State & School 

 
December 26-29, 2017 

Winter Break 
CLOSED School 

 
January 1, 2018 
New Year’s Day 

CLOSED State & School 
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JLG-RICA 

15000 Broschart Road 

 Rockville, MD 20850 

 “Every man has his daydreams. Every man has his goal.” This is a line from the song Corner of the 

Sky. This line is truest for all youth. I believe every youth has their dreams and goals, some just have an   

easier time achieving their dreams and goals than others. 

 

 JLG-RICA works every day to help make the dreams and goals of the youth we serve become reality.  

We do this as part of our mission, “To provide the best possible treatment, care, and education to all youth 

and their families.” We could not do all we do without the support and donations of our wonderful            

volunteers and donors; individuals, corporations and community service organizations. These are the people  

helping make the dreams and goals of the youths we serve become reality. Thank you to everyone who     

donates their time and money on behalf of the staff and students of JLG-RICA. 

 

 I would like to also take this opportunity to welcome all the new management staff we have hired  

recently replacing individuals who left JLG-RICA for promotional opportunities. On the school side I would 

like to congratulate Joshua “Josh” Munsey, our new Principal and welcome Gabriel “Gabby” Bellagamba, 

the new Assistant Principal. On my staff I would like to welcome James “Jim” Polimadei as the new Chief 

Operations Officer. Nancy Barkoviak also needs to be acknowledged for her 27 years of service to           

JLG-RICA as a Clinical Nurse Therapist and who most recently was the Director of Nursing for the last   

four years. Nancy retired from State service on June 30th. 
Kenneth L. Basler  

Chief Executive Officer, JLG-RICA 


